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● Introduction

○ Good evening, everyone! My name is Anjali. I work with the campus
ministry in our church. This is the start of my second year in the Northwest
region of the Boston church and this group of people has very quickly
become a home to me. Honestly, as I look at this group of women, I see
so much wisdom and faith. I feel like I should be sitting at your feet,
listening to a lesson that you’re giving. It is such a humbling and great
honor to speak to you tonight.

○ We’ve had several amazing lessons on growing and deepening our
relationship with God and drawing nearer to Jesus

■ Loved Lory’s lesson on building a deep foundation of following
Jesus. She taught us that following Jesus is a mindset. And that we
need to deny ourselves and imitate Jesus.

■ Loved Julia’s lesson that being an apprentice of Jesus means that
He and only He needs to be enough for us, any day, and every day
of our lives.

○ Tonight Maggie and I are going to talk about holiness and how holiness is
core to the heart and life of an apprentice of Jesus. Sometimes holiness
can feel like an unapproachable topic to me - it's both hard to grasp and
challenging. Many thoughts and feelings come up when I hear the word
“holiness”:

■ Someone’s about to hand me a totally-out-of-my-reach standard of
holiness to run after

■ I think of all my “unholy” days in the past

■ I think of all my unholy moments from today.

○ Before I know it, my heart is filled with pressure, shame, guilt, fear,
insecurity, and dissatisfaction. Right now, I’d like to invite you to remind
yourself of the same thing that I had to remind myself even as I was
preparing for this lesson:



■ It’s straight out of Matthew 11 (SLIDE): God is gentle and humble
in heart to those who come to him. You’ve probably had some
unholy moments today. You’ve certainly had unholy days in your
life, but when you approach the holy of holies, you can expect
gentleness and humility from your God.

● Illustration Vermont Mountains:

○ A few weeks ago my friend Candice and I drove up to Vermont for a little
retreat and getaway from life. My friend booked the Airbnb we were
staying at and I decided to go pretty last minute, so I didn’t really know
what I was walking into. But I was faithful! I knew it was going to be a
great trip.

○ Cabin is so charming, right next to a beautiful lake in the mountains. And
it’s rustic, there’s no electricity and no running water. And, there’s an
outhouse.

○ I’ve never been camping before, I’m not an outdoorsy person, you can
judge me if you want, but I’ve never used an outhouse and it made me
nervous. I was just praying that I didn’t have to use it in the dark.

○ Of course, at 10pm nature called so I put on my boots and made my way
outside to the outhouse. I’m looking all around, shining my flashlight
everywhere. “What if there’s something out here? Like a bear or
something?” And then I stop in my tracks.

○ (SLIDE) I caught sight of the sky, of the stars above me and it took my
breath away. I have never seen the stars like this, without any other light
around. They were so stunning, I felt like I had this view into our universe
that I had never seen before.

○ In the mountains, with all of God’s creation around, I felt God’s holiness
just a little bit better. I wondered at the God who created all of these
wonders. Who is this God who put so much love and skill and artistry into
the world? He is so different, isn’t he? He is compelling and fascinating.
He is beautiful, pure, good, majestic, divine, and other-worldly. He is holy.

● Holiness is God’s divine “otherness.” Holiness describes both the majesty of God
and the purity and moral perfection of his character. In the Bible, the word
“holiness” is generally a translation of two different root words:



○ SLIDE In the Old Testament the word “holy” is a translation of the Hebrew
word for, “kodesh.” In simple terms, it means to be set apart for a
specific purpose.

■ Exodus 3:5

● “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals,
for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”

● “kodesh ground”

■ Isaiah 6:3

● And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is
the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”

● “Kodesh, kodesh, kodesh is the Lord Almighty”

○ SLIDEThe Greek word for “holy” is “agios,” which means sacred
(physically, pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially,
consecrated):—(most) holy (one, thing), saint.

■ Romans 12:1

● “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy (agios)
and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.”

○ When we say that God is holy it means that he is utterly unique, majestic,
perfectly pure, moral, and good. Just as God cannot help but to know what
is right, his holiness means that he cannot help but to do what is right.

■ “Holiness is God’s crown. Imagine for a moment that God
possessed omnipotence (infinite power), omniscience (perfect and
complete knowledge), and omnipresence (ever-where present), but
without perfect holiness. Such a one could no longer be described
as God. Holiness is the perfection of all His other attributes: His
power is holy power; His mercy if holy mercy; His wisdom is holy
wisdom. It is His holiness more than any other attribute that makes
Him worthy of our praise.” (Jerry Bridges, The Pursuit of Holiness)

■ His holiness is worthy of praise. It’s not enough for the angels to
say “Holy is the Lord Almighty,” they have to say “Holy, holy, holy, is
the Lord Almighty”

● What does God’s holiness mean for us? We need to be made pure to be in
relationship with God. Because there’s many things we do which make us unholy
and separated from God’s presence.



○ SLIDE Illustration about the sun:

■ In our solar system the sun is unique. It's powerful, it sustains all of
the life on our planet, it burns at much higher temperature and
shines much brighter than anything else in our solar system. You
could say that the sun is holy

■ You could also say that the whole area around the sun is holy - the
closer you get to the sun, the more intense the heat and light gets

■ The very power and goodness that sustains all this life on earth is
also dangerous if you get too close. Because we burn at a
drastically cooler temperature, if we were to get to close to the sun
it would annihilate us

■ In the same way, there is this paradox at the heart of God’s own
holiness. If you’re impure, God’s presence is dangerous to you -
not because its bad, but because it's so good

○ We need to be made pure in order to have a relationship with God. Which
brings us to Jesus.

● Jesus was the definition of holiness, He was set apart by God to be our example
of holiness here on earth. Somehow, Jesus remained perfect and sinless while
living a human life. How is Jesus holy? Can you think of a moment or an
interaction that demonstrates his holiness? I’ve got two stories to share with you

○ SLIDE Mark 1:40-42 (Jesus heals the leper)

40 A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you
are willing, you can make me clean.” 41 Jesus was indignant.[b] He
reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be
clean!” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed.

■ Jesus' holiness makes this man clean, it extends out to this man.

○ SLIDE Mark 5:24-34 (Jesus heals the bleeding woman)

24 So Jesus went with him. A large crowd followed and pressed around
him. 25 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for
twelve years. 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many
doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew
worse. 27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the
crowd and touched his cloak, 28 because she thought, “If I just touch his
clothes, I will be healed.” 29 Immediately her bleeding stopped and she
felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering. SLIDE 30 At once



Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the
crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?” 31 “You see the people
crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who
touched me?’ ” 32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it.
33 Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at
his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34 He said to
her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed
from your suffering.”

■ Jesus holiness heals this woman, sets her free, and gives her
peace

● Jesus’ holiness is not contaminated by our sin or impurity, rather Jesus’ holiness
changes us. His holiness heals and redeems our sin. What is the effect on the
leper and the bleeding woman? Healing from their sickness and freedom from
their suffering and isolation. Even more than that, his holiness gives them a new
identity. No longer are they the leper and the bleeding woman. After their
encounter with the holiness of Jesus they become the healed man and the freed
woman.

○ God’s holiness is perfect freedom from all evil and he shares that holiness
with us (God is light, in him there is no darkness at all, 1 John 1:5)

○ For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being
made holy (Hebrews 10:14)

○ Ultimately God gives us complete holiness through the sacrifice of Jesus
on the cross

● As apprentices of Jesus, as his followers and his students, as women who want
to be made more in his image each, the pursuit of holiness is core to our walks
with God and it is intertwined with the freedom that we find in Christ. As we draw
close to Jesus, his holiness heals us, frees us, and makes us holy. SLIDE

○ There is a consistent call to holiness throughout the bible, especially in the
New Testament. 1 Peter 1:15-16 We are to be holy as God is holy. You are
called to be holy as God is holy. No matter your age, background,
lifestage, your experience, your level of faith. This is a part of your identity
as an apprentice of Jesus. You are made holy and called by God to be
holy, set apart. Maggie will speak more about this. SLIDE


